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Be it remembered that a session of the County Commission of Stone County was held in the 

courthouse at Galena, on January 18, 2024. Those in attendance today were Presiding 

Commissioner Mark Maples, Southern Commissioner Hank Smythe and Northern Commissioner 

Wayne Blades. 

 
Morning Session: 

 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM 

Commission Work Session – General Discussion with no decisions. 

 

10:10 AM 

Presiding Commissioner Mark Maples and Doyle Childers opened the meeting with a pledge of 

allegiance. Those that were in attendance for the meeting were Ben Bonner; Tom Martin, 

Emergency Management; Gary Lewis; Kimberling City Emergency Management; Jerry Jenkins, 

Assistant Coroner; Steven Campbell, Stone County Ambulance Committee; Mary Long; Mark 

Alexander, Cox Health; Ricky Sause, Cox Health; Abby Pendergrass, Stone County Health 

Department; Ryan Hamilton; LaDella Thomas, Stone County Developmental Disability Board; 

Chief Tim Gideon, Sherriff’s Department; Doyle Childers; Denise Dickens, Stone County Clerk; 

Counsel William McCullah and Amanda Parton, Stone County Clerk’s Office. 

 

Approval of Commission Minutes 

The matter to approve the minutes for Stone County Commission meetings dated January 

16,2024, was brought to decision by a roll call vote: Blades – yes; Smythe – yes; Maples –yes. 

Minutes ordered approved. 

 

Stone County Developmental Disability Board 

LeDella Thomas – Executive Director of the Stone County Developmental Disability Board came 

before the Commissioners to give an update on the various programs and projects happening within 

Stone County.  



LeDella Thomas also came before the Commission to recommend the appointment of a new member 

to the disability board. No decision made.  

The Commission gave Ryan Hamilton and Ben Bonner (as applicants) time to speak about the Stone 

County Developmental Disability Board. 

 

Public Hearing to receive petition to submit to voters of Stone County the question to form 

a “Stone County Ambulance District” 

The Stone County Clerk, Denise Dickens came before the Commission to present the petition that 

was submitted by the ambulance committee to create an ambulance district in Stone County. They 

needed 1844 valid signatures. After the County Clerk’s Office processed the petition there were 

2,212 valid signatures. The matter to approve the order for the question to be on the April 2, 2024 

election to create the “Stone County Ambulance District” and to impose a county wide sales tax in 

the amount of one-half of one percent (1/2 of 1%) on the receipts from all retail sales with Stone 

County to fund the “Stone County Ambulance District” was brought to a roll call vote: Blades – yes; 

Smythe – yes; Maples – yes.  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
Announcement 

 
Public Time: 

Time was extended to anyone who wanted to speak to the commission at this time. 

Recess Time: 10:50 AM to R&B at Noon 

Back in Session:  

Adjournment: 

The adjournment of the Stone County Commission meeting was brought to a decision by roll call 

vote: Blades – absent; Smythe- yes; Maples- yes. Meeting adjourned at: 1:10 PM. 

 


