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Be it remembered that a session of the County Commission of Stone County was held in the
courthouse at Galena, on September 8, 2022. Those in attendance today were Presiding
Commissioner Mark Maples, Southern Commissioner Hank Smythe and Northern Commissioner
Wayne Blades.

Morning Session:
9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Commission Work Session – General Discussion with no decisions.

10:00 AM
Presiding Commissioner Mark Maples and Amanda Parton opened the meeting with the pledge
of allegiance to the flag. Those who were in attendance: Rachel Lubbening, Life 360; Gene
Keeton, Kdent, Inc.; LaDella Thomas, Stone County Development Disability Board; Estephanie
Pike; Joy Wilson, Planning and Zoning Director; County Counsel William McCullough and
Amanda Parton, Stone County Clerk’s office.

Approval of Commission Minutes
The matter to approve the minutes for Stone County Commission meetings dated September 6,
2022, was brought to decision by a roll call vote: Smythe – abstain; Maples – yes; Blades – yes.
Minutes ordered approved.

Schedule of Bills - 1
Presiding Commissioner Mark Maples presented a schedule of bills that have been submitted to
the County Commission from the County Clerk’s office in the amount of $23,776.06. This matter
to accept the bills for payment was brought to decision by a roll call vote: Smythe - yes; Maples –
yes; Blades - yes. Order to pay carried.

Schedule of Bills - 2
Presiding Commissioner Mark Maples presented a schedule of bills that have been submitted to
the County Commission from the County Clerk’s office in the amount of $236,631.64. This matter
to accept the bills for payment was brought to decision by a roll call vote: Smythe – yes; Maples
– yes; Blades - yes. Order to pay carried.

Stone County Developmental Disability Board
LaDella Thomas with SCDDB, came before the Commission to give an update on all of the
upcoming projects that will be happening within Stone County. LaDella Thomas spoke about the
land purchase the Disability Board made to expand services.

Public Defender Office Lease
Rachel Lubbening, Life 360, and Gene Keeton, Kdent, Inc. came before the Commission to
discuss the contract for the Public Defender’s Office, located in Monett, MO. After reviewing the
contract, County Counsel William McCullough stated amendments needed to be made to the
contract. The Commission will have further discussions with the Public Defender, Barry County,
and Lawrence County. Discussion Only, no decisions made.

Insurance Agent of Record
On September 8, 2022, the Commission considered the request of Ollis/Akers/Arney to
advise the Commission what they could 'bring to the table' in the way of risk management
solutions and to learn whether the Commission wishes to further discuss the wants and needs of
the county relevant to property & casualty insurance, worker's compensation, and health &
benefits coverages.
The Commission's decision is that the Commission is content with the services provided by its
current agent of record, Connell Insurers, and does not wish to entertain proposals from other
agents at this time. The decision to send a response to Ollis/Akers/Arney stating that the County
of Stone was satisfied with our current insurance agent of record was brought to decision by roll
call vote: Smythe: yes; Maples- yes; Blades- yes.

Title I Letter
The Commissioners reviewed the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Development Act
of 2000 letter. The matter to sign the Title I letter was brought to decision by a roll call vote:
Smythe: yes; Maples- yes; Blades- yes

Sign Order Adopting Code of Ethics
The Commissioners signed an Order Adopting a Code of Ethics to establish a procedure to
disclose conflicts of interest and substantial interests for certain county officers and employees
to be sent to the Missouri Ethic Committee.

Letter of Support
The Commissioners signed a letter of support for the low-income housing remodel project in
Crane, MO. The decision to sign the letter of support was brought to a roll call vote: Smythe: yes;
Maples- yes; Blades- yes

Public Time:
Time was extended to anyone who wanted to speak to the commission at this time.

Announcements

Recess: 10:38 AM
Back in Session: 10:44 AM
Recess: 10:50 AM
Back in Session: 11:44 AM

Adjournment:
The adjournment of the Stone County Commission meeting was brought to decision by roll call
vote: Smythe – absent; Maples – yes; Blades – yes. Meeting adjourned at: 11:48 AM

Purchase of Real Estate
The County Commission, in executive session on July 26, 2022, decided to purchase real estate
from Garrick and Darla Stumpff, located at 204 E 5th St. Galena, MO. The real estate appraisal
was less than the purchase price and the Commission discussed whether to proceed with the real
estate purchase, because of its location, the property is uniquely valuable to Stone County in a
manner that would not apply to another purchaser. A contract was approved by the Commission
on July 26,2022 and the Commission will proceed with the real estate purchase of the land located
at 204 E 5th street Galena, MO. The Commission is in possession of a fully executed warranty
deed, and authorizes payment of $175,000 to Wessels & Gerber, PC, attorneys for Garrick and
Darla Stumpff. These minutes and the minutes of July 26, 2022 are ordered released to the public.
Vote: Blades – yes; Smythe – yes; Maples – yes.

